
Library adds new security 
By Jessica Jones 

A new theft detection sys­
tem has been installed in 
the library. Immediately in­
side the door, a library pa­
tron must pass through 
large gray pillars that will 
beep if library materials 
have not been deactivated 
at the desk during checkout. 

These pillars are intend­
ed to reduce the number of 
items that are lost from the 
library each year. The system 
cost $13,000 total. With $9,000 
of that being funded by the 
Roda Club (private gift giv­
en to the Riggs Library each 
year), the remaining amount 
was payed for by the library 
account. It might seem like 
alot of money but media cen­
ter director Keith Christens-

en thinks the cost is justified. 
"There are about 125 

books that go missing from 
the library each year. Most of 
the books that are taken are 
new books that cost around 
$25 a piece. In the long run 
the system will pay for itself 
because the money saved can 
now go to new books instead 
of replacing missing ones." 

Without having to pay 
as much for the replace­
ment of missing books, 
the detection system theo­
retically should pay for it­
self in four or five years. 

The system works with 
a magnetized strip in each 
book The strip is demag­
netized when checked out­
and if it has not been de­
magnetized, it will beep, 
alerting the library staff. 

"Most of the books that 
are missing are taken by 
accident, but they still do 
not get returned, and that 
leads to students being dis­
appointed when a book is 
supposed to be in stock but 
is not," Christensen said. 

Because of the laptop ini­
tiative, the computers in the 
library are now almost use­
less, but Christensen cit­
ed many opportunities for 
students in the library that 
most do not know about. 

"The number of students 
corning each day has de­
creased, but the number of 
books that are being checked 
out has increased because 
of English teachers requir­
ing more books for students 
to read," Christensen said. Junior Savanah Ivey walks through the security system 

in the library with a newly checked out book. 
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Who's whq? Who's new? Test your people IQ 

•Born in Quinn, SD
•Hometown doesn't have
high school this year for the
first time since 1906
•Cemetery caretaker in sum­
mertime
•Likes to play piano and fly
fish
•"Cowgirl Up!"

•Born in Castlewood, SD
•All-Conference Volleyball
player in high school
•Went to South Dakota State
University
•Jesse Willard's cousin
• Engaged to the golf coach

•Born in Onida, SD
•Moved nine times in 12
years
•Likes to hunt and shoot
trap
•Stephen King is favorite au­
thor
•Has twin sons

•Born in Redwood Falls, MN
•Maiden Name is Rounds
•Married for three years
•Likes to ride horses
•Minor in photography

.

•Born in Clearfield, PA
•Went to war in Iraq in 2003
•Graduated from Penn State
•Favorite book of all time is
The Great Gatsby
•College marching band for
Penn State
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